MINUTES* OF TRIMINGHAM PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Wednesday, 10t" September, 2025
at Pilgrim Shelter, Loop Road, Trimingham, NR11 8EG.

1. ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES.
IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Elizabeth King (Chair), Patrick Carpmael,
Richard Wallis, Daniel Gotts, Terry Brown, Chris Harrison, Lynn Charlesworth,
and District Councillor Angie Fitch-Tillett.
APOLOGIES were received from County Clir Ed Maxfield, Rob Goodliffe and
Sue Grime.
Ten members of the public attended.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS
None.

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETINGS were agreed as true and correct.
Proposer: Clir Carpmael. Seconder: Clir Gotts.

4. MATTERS ARISING / UPDATES FROM THE MINUTES

a) Work has been finished on the bus shelter by Staden Park and phone box
by the church. .

b) The Pilgrim Shelter: the first quote came in from Mike Parke for £3,800
(against the estimate of £4,000 on the Schedule of Dilapidations).
Although the second builder visited site he did not send in a quote for the
work, so Mike Parke will be doing the job and came to the Pilgrim Shelter
this morning to discuss with Parish Councillors. Works will commence at
about the end of October/early November and is expected to take about
two weeks to complete (weather permitting). Mike Parke will find out the
cost of concrete balls which Clir Brown enquired about when he met him
earlier, as they are a feature of the building which would be nice to keep.
The Clerk will contact Dot Bradley to confirm the date when the work will
commence.

c) The Clerk is waiting to hear from NNDC for the price of an extra dog/
waste bin.

d) Traffic Management scheme: Ollie Lacey handling this scheme has been
in touch to confirm the consultation period ended on Friday. He received
four responses from local residents plus Sidestrand Parish Council who
are all in favour. The Highways legal team has formally commenced the
Traffic Regulation Order process which will include a period of statutory
consultation and it is expected to pass without issue. Clerk will notify
Councillors when the works are due to commence, and post the details on
the parish website.

e) A sign will be erected near the footpaths reminding the public not to drop
litter. If this does not solve the problem another bin will need to be put in
place.



5. PUBLIC FORUM

A member of the public raised the problem of coastal erosion. He has
ancestors in Happisburgh which is also suffering the same way. ClIr Gotts had
previously asked the MP if he could concentrate on particular areas of the
constituency, as villages such as Happisburgh and Trimingham need to be
protected in preference to the whole area, but he did not appear to be
favourable to that suggestion. The member of public said that not one living
relative of his in Happisburgh had been told of the possibility that graves there
might have to be moved and he believed the Parish Council has to find
replacement land for a cemetery. DC Fitch-Tillett said that Coastwise has that
matter in their remit. Clir Brown suggested he contact the MP directly.

A member of the public asked if another litter bin could be put in place near
the coastal path. The clerk added that she also had recently noticed a bonfire
had been lit on the cliff edge next to the path and several beer cans had been
left strewn around; the Parish Council currently pays in excess of £400 to
NNDC for its dog/litter bins to be emptied. The Chairman suggested putting
another sign in place as having another bin would cost the Parish Council
more money.

6. DISTRICT & COUNTY COUNCIL
District and County reports have been sent to Parish Councillors and are
available on our website and on the table this evening.
DC Fitch-Tillett reported that knotweed is causing grief as it is a pernicious
weed and can’t be allowed to wash out to sea. Possibly weedkiller can be
used from drones although it would be a challenge. ClIr Harrison asked why
they are not allowed to spray, but then there would be no CCSI registration.
DC Fitch-Tillett said she had received an email confirming that the money for
Coastwise is available. They have requested an upstream report as they are
concerned if excess water goes to Mundesley and cause flooding. Clir Brown
asked for a site survey of the watercourse and for the process to be
explained. DC Fitch-Tillett explained the problem Gimingham has with
flooding in some parts of the village; Clir Gotts said he has no problems with
flooding in his particular area.

7. HIGHWAYS
See also 4 (d).
The clerk contacted highways who stated that the work is in progress: hedge
cutting on Loop Road at both ends and the footpath adjacent to the church is
with them and on their list of jobs to do. Clir Brown said that the pavement
near Broadwood Close by the bus-stop is getting smaller due to overgrown
verges. The clerk will contact Highways about this.

8. PLANNING
Planning application has been received for Glendower, Cromer Road,
Trimingham. The Parish Council supports the application with no objections.

9. PILGRIM SHELTER, COASTWISE and VILLAGE HALL reports.



Trimingham Village Hall report from its Chairman, Liz King: since July there
have been monthly Tea Dances and Cash Bingos which were well supported,
as was our second fun dog show here on Sunday. Although quieter than
April, it raised over £500 for the hall's upkeep. We will be hosting a fashion
show to raise funds for the renal unit at Cromer hospital, followed by another
fundraising bingo, and in October, a clairvoyant evening. We have a new
client in Mrs. Minton’s stage school from Mundesley, offering drama and
dance classes from the 22", All the regular classes are going well, and we
welcome more able volunteers to help at the Trimingham Trosh on October
4th & 5th_

Report on Pilgrim Shelter was given by Clir Brown. Its insurance co. Allied
Westminster has said that as a community organisation it must register as a
charity as its turnover is over £5,000 (actual ¢.£6,000 - £6,500, with a profit of
c. £4,000). The Charity Commission has confirmed that any not-for-profit
organisation is duty bound to register as a charity if they raise more than
£5,000. This means going through the process of becoming a ClIO, which
involves a load of paperwork. The Pilgrim Shelter is owned by the Parish
Council but the Shelter's Management Team runs it and can apply for
charitable status. The insurance company is saying we’ve got to do it. Clir
Brown went on to say that the building can stay with the Parish Council, let’s
get the charity sorted out first and discuss further along.

The builder carrying out repair works on the Shelter has confirmed with the
clerk that he will shortly commence the works required. Clir Brown has
spoken with him about trying to recreate the ornamental concrete balls to fix
on the building, similar to when it was first built.

Coastwise: Clir Brown explained that Coastwise has employed a company
called Jacobs who are holding a meeting in November, to come up with a
transition plan for the village, which will be looking forward to how the village
will look in the future. DC Fitch-Tillett added knotweed has been identified as
growing in Overstrand, for which NNDC is responsible. It cannot be allowed
to wash away in the sea because of marine pollution. Spraying from a drone
is a possibility.



10. CORRESPONDENCE
The clerk has received an email from Clive Gritten, Chairman of North East
Norfolk District Scouts, who is asking for volunteers to help run them because
they are desperate for more helpers.

Clir Wallis reported that contact had been made from Steff Aquarone MP’s
office to inform us that they would be using the Hall’s premises for part of his
summer tour and that there was no expectation of hall access, booking or
payment. The Chairman replied to his office explaining a booking would need
to be made through the normal channels and that payment should be made
for use of the premises. The Chairman added that no booking had taken
place and if he MPs office had said of his visit, it could have been included in
the village newsletter.

Sgt. Burton, the Neighbourhood Policing Sergeant now offers online
meetings of up to an hour, instead of the police attending Parish Council
meetings in person. The clerk will contact the Police asking for specific
figures on crime in the area.

The Chairman said, wearing her hat of the village hall booking clerk, that the
Environment Agency had booked to meet the MP at the village hall which
would include discussions on coastal erosion. On asking the Agency if
someone from the Parish Council could attend, their reply was only one
Parish Councillor could attend but they could not speak. Clir Carpmael had
put the meeting on the village website but later removed it. The clerk
explained that she had spoken with the EA who informed her that they had
cancelled the meeting as they were concerned about GDPR as the meeting
was private, although it included Rob Goodliffe from Coastwise. The
Chairman explained that Jacob’s Coastwise team had asked to attend the
next Parish Council meeting on November 12", This would have to be held at
the hall as quite a lot of people will be interested in attending.

District Councillor Fitch-Tillett left the meeting at 7.30pm.

11. FINANCIAL MATTERS
Bank balances as of today —
Business Premium Account (deposit account): £16,245.13.
Community Account (current account): £9354.82.
Current invoices due:

Josh Weeks — gardener: £280.00

NALC subscription: £156.60

Pete’s Property Services for bus shelter,

phone box. £400.00
Total: | £836.60

Proposer for payment: Clir Brown. Seconder: Clir Charlesworth.

12. ANY OTHER BUSINESS



The Chairman said she was tendering her resignation from the Parish
Council with immediate effect. She added that she has tried to behave
beyond reproach but felt that being aware of an horrendous situation in the
village from the beginning, and believing that under British law a person was
innocent until proven guilty, once she was made aware of how the Charity
Commission advised on the protection of the charity status at the village hall,
she had distanced herself from the Coopers; she felt some might not accept
her behaviour and not wishing to bring the council into any uncomfortable
situation, decided to resign. The Chairman was thanked for everything she
had done for the Council. The question was raised that there needs to be a
new Chairman. ClIr Harrison said he was willing to stay and continue to be
an active member and even consider a Vice Chairman’s role, and would
personally like to propose Clir Wallis. Clir Carpmael said he would like to
propose ClIr Brown who is presently our Vice Chairman. ClIr Harrison said
that both Clir Brown and Carpmael had done a tremendous amount of work
for Coastwise, but felt in this context we have something different. Clir Brown
said he had stepped down from the Council for a while before rejoining. The
Clerk reported that she had taken advice because of what had been going on
regarding a former Parish Councillor and had been informed that Liz King
had done the right thing in standing down as the Parish Council must uphold
standards and we have to think of the good name of the council. Liz King
explained she had learnt about Cooper by chance when she visited their
house and later informed ClIr Wallis in confidence, who, as Chairman of the
Village Hall Trustees and knowing of Cooper’s previous involvement at the
Hall, felt obliged to report the matter to the Charity Commission as a duty of
care. He has since submitted two reports and is in the process of compiling a
third.

Clir Wallis added he had taken on that Chairmanship from Clir Brown in
August 2024. He felt what had gone on was incredibly serious but no action
had been taken, and felt that Clir Brown would have been aware of the
situation involving Cooper and should have shared that information. Clir
Walllis added that Clir Carpmael was also a trustee and believed him to be
friendly with Cooper. Clir Carpmael objected to Clir Wallis referring to him as
just “Cooper”, saying he was a person they got on well with and trusted and
very much part of the management of the Hall, but they didn’t know what was
going on, adding that anyone privately can commit to this sort of thing,
especially in these days of the internet. Clir Wallis replied that he must be
joking and that he is not a fit person to be a Parish Councillor or to be a
trustee with a view like that.

Clir Brown said that his wife had taken a call when he was out, from a woman
from the East Anglian Safeguarding Group, who had asked to speak to the
Safeguarding Officer of the Hall — but there wasn’t one at the time because
Jackie had left. Clir Brown had attended a safety seminar for Cromer Cares
and had the safeguarding policy at home to review. He added that the
woman caller said the name Matthew Cooper, and Mrs Brown told her he had
just resigned. The caller asked for reassurance that he won’t have access to
the Village Hall. When Mrs Brown asked for her name and phone number,
both were declined. The number was withheld. Nothing could be found online



about her, so she thought it was somebody being vindictive, and told her
husband when he returned. Clir Brown said Cooper was gone from the
village for about four weeks by then, adding he was not aware of what
Cooper had been accused of until he read it in the EDP.

Clir Wallis said that when he had met with Cooper at the village hall in his
capacity of Chair to the Trustees - and in the presence of the Vice Chairman
— Cooper had admitted what he had done. When asked who else knew he
replied Terry Brown, but Cllr Brown said he had been lying, and that the
phone call could have been a scam and made by someone being vindictive,
and was he supposed to have asked him? ClIr Wallis replied that it was
exactly what he should have done but he chose not to go to the Charity
Commission for advice. ClIr Gotts asked Clir Carpmael would he not think it
rather peculiar if he had received a phone call at school, mentioning a name
of someone he worked with, would he not have questioned or discussed it?
Clir Carpmael said the call received by Mrs Brown could have been a hoax
and he would take the Brown’s word against anybody else. Clir Wallis quoted
Clir Carpmael of not wanting to slur Cooper’s good name and said that the
anonymous call should not have been taken at face value, so why wasn'’t the
Charity Commission informed?

Clir Harrison intervened saying we can’t carry on like this. Clir Wallis said that
people around the table knew, and he believed that Lynn Charlesworth is still
friends with the Coopers. Clir Harrison said we have to look at this in context.
The clerk said she had taken advice from NALC; Clir Wallis asked for
highlights of it. The clerk referred to the advice which said that if it was a
whistleblower, someone who knew or suspected something was going on,
NALC'’s advice is that those who knew of this ex-councillor's behaviour and
said nothing could be deemed to be complicit by remaining quiet. Cooper is a
former councillor. They then, by keeping quiet, as councillors themselves
may have brought the council into disrepute because they are acting in the
greatest sum. This should then be reported to the Monitoring Officer. NALC
feels that if there has been a breach of standards, not acting in the public
interests and with the chair having recognised her failings and chosen to
resign, if the Vice Chairman or any council member who has equal culpability
should consider their position for the good of the public confidence. The clerk
added that this information had been provided to her based on procedure,
legislation, principle and intended to provide guidance that is not seen as
judgment on anyone.

Clir Brown said he understood this, there is only one person who has
disgraced themselves and it's wrong to tear ourselves to pieces over it. ClIr
Brown said he will resign his position on the council and wish much success
in moving forward. He felt the village hall was not at risk because there were
good safeguards in place but accept perhaps that he should have taken it
further. Mrs Brown said there were good things in place and presumed the
safeguarding policies for the hall had not been read on handover. Clir Wallis
said there was no proper handover and everything he did was on advice
through the Charity Commission. ClIr Brown said he and his wife had done
enormous amounts for the village and not to accuse them of something they



didn’t do and felt strongly about Clir Wallis’ behaviour. Clir Wallis explained to
the Parish Council that Cooper’s meeting with him and the other trustee had
been recorded. Clir Carpmael asked what chance was there of getting that
recording. Clir Wallis reiterated that he had done nothing without support and
advice from the Charity Commission which he could not go against. He
added there are some extremely good members of the Parish Council but he
felt Liz King had been put through eighteen months of bullying, and that the
Cooper situation had made her ill, as it has himself. Clir Wallis concluded by
saying he will be submitting a report to the Monitoring Officer. ClIr Harrison
suggested the meeting should close at that point and not to make any
decisions as the Council needs time to think about when a new Chairman
can be appointed. The clerk agreed that the meeting had become heated and
therefore not the best time to move forward. Clir Wallis said he was not
happy to take on the chairmanship.

Clir Carpmael tendered his resignation from the Parish Council.

13.ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20pm.

Signed: ..o

CHAIRMAN —
Trimingham Parish Council

Date:.

. *These are draft minutes only until agreed at the next meeting.



